
Breaking Breaking 
the Code:the Code:

Why do you Why do you 
believe what believe what 
you believe you believe 
about Jesusabout Jesus??



What if they are 
correct?

What if the 
Gospels in your 
Bible are the 
wrong ones?

What if you believe 
in a Messiah who 
is still dead?
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Four Rotten 
Reasons to Believe

Four Rotten 
Reasons to Believe

��““II’’ve ve felt felt it and experienced it; I it and experienced it; I 

just just accept accept it by faith.it by faith.””

�� No one has ever been able to No one has ever been able to 

prove prove the Bible the Bible wrongwrong..

��Fulfilled propheciesFulfilled prophecies

have proven Bible true.have proven Bible true.

��““II’’ll ask my ll ask my pastor pastor about it.about it.””



Were Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Were Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John John the right the right 
GospelsGospels??

Was Jesus really Was Jesus really marriedmarried??
Did Jesus really Did Jesus really rise rise 
from the deadfrom the dead??
How do you How do you knowknow??



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

What do What do ““the other Gospelsthe other Gospels”” say say 

about Jesus?about Jesus?

�Most of the “other Gospels” come 

from the Gnostics.

�Gnostics believed everything 

physical was evil; so, Jesus 
couldn’t have been fully human—he 

only seemed human.

Are Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and 

John the 

right 
?gospels

Are Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and 

John the 

right 
?gospels



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of 
ThomasThomasThomasThomasThomasThomasThomasThomas

� List of supposed 

sayings of Jesus

� “Make [Mary] 

return! For women 

are not worthy of 

[eternal] life.”



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of 
HebrewsHebrewsHebrewsHebrewsHebrewsHebrewsHebrewsHebrews

�Mary, mother of 

Jesus, was actually 

Michael the angel

� “Michael … came 

into the world … and 

was called Mary.”



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of 
JudasJudasJudasJudasJudasJudasJudasJudas

� Jesus orders 

Judas to betray him

� “What you are 

sacrificing is merely 

the man I am 

wrapped in.”



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of 
MaryMaryMaryMaryMaryMaryMaryMary

�Mary is the leader 

of the early church

�“The Savior loved 

her more than the 

other women.”



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of 
PeterPeterPeterPeterPeterPeterPeterPeter

� Doesn’t directly 

contradict Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, or John

� On the cross, 

Jesus “felt no pain.”



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of Gospel of 
PhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilip

� “‘My God, why have 

you forsaken me?’—

he says these 

words on the cross 

because [God] had 

already left.”



AD 150 AD 200

AD 150-200  Gospels of Peter, 

Philip, Mary, Hebrews, and Judas 

were written

The New Testament/Orthodox Christianity

Gnostic (“Secret”) Documents

Around AD 150  

the Gnostic 

Gospel of Thomas 

is completed.



AD 50 AD 100AD 1

In AD 28 or 30  
Jesus crucified

Between AD70-80  Gospels of 

Matthew and Luke written

Between AD 68–100  

Gospel of John written

The New Testament/Orthodox Christianity

Gnostic (“Secret”) Documents

Between AD49-57  

Paul’s letters to 

Galatia, Thessalonica, 

and Corinth written



Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

Which Gospels are 
the Right Ones?

How the New Testament How the New Testament How the New Testament How the New Testament How the New Testament How the New Testament How the New Testament How the New Testament 
books were chosenbooks were chosenbooks were chosenbooks were chosenbooks were chosenbooks were chosenbooks were chosenbooks were chosen

� 1. Faith in Jesus is rooted in HISTORY; so, 
writings must be connected to eyewitnesses

� 2. There is only one God, and he CAN’T 
CONTRADICT himself; so, these 
writings can’t contradict each other.

� 3. Faith in Jesus is forALL PEOPLE; so, 
each writing must be used by Christians 

throughout the world.

� 1. Faith in Jesus is rooted in HISTORY; so, 
writings must be connected to eyewitnesses

� 2. There is only one God, and he CAN’T 
CONTRADICT himself; so, these 
writings can’t contradict each other.

� 3. Faith in Jesus is forALL PEOPLE; so, 
each writing must be used by Christians 

throughout the world.



Was Jesus

MARRIED?

Was Jesus

MARRIED?



The Last SupperThe Last Supper

The Last Supper (before most recent restoration, 1979-

1999) Leonardo Da Vinci (1497) Milan, Italy



Was Jesus married?Was Jesus married?

Gospels of Gospels of Gospels of Gospels of Gospels of Gospels of Gospels of Gospels of 
Mary and Mary and Mary and Mary and Mary and Mary and Mary and Mary and 
PhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilipPhilip

� “The Savior loved her 

[Mary] more than the 

other women.”

� “Mary was his 

companion.”

� “Jesus kissed her on …”



Was Jesus really 

raised 
from the 

?dead

Was Jesus really 

raised 
from the 

?dead



Was Jesus really 
raised from the dead?
Was Jesus really 

raised from the dead?

What if it was What if it was What if it was What if it was What if it was What if it was What if it was What if it was 
an illusionan illusionan illusionan illusionan illusionan illusionan illusionan illusion??

� It is unlikely that 500 

people would share the 

same delusion at the same 

time (1 Cor. 15:3-8).

� Disciples claimed that 

touched and ate with Jesus 

(Luke 24:42; John 20:27).



Was Jesus really 
raised from the dead?
Was Jesus really 

raised from the dead?

What if the What if the What if the What if the What if the What if the What if the What if the 
apostles liedapostles liedapostles liedapostles liedapostles liedapostles liedapostles liedapostles lied??

� The apostles endured 

death and torture stating 

that Jesus really rose from 

the dead.

� People may die for a lie but 

few will die for something 

that they know to be a lie.



Was Jesus really 
raised from the dead?
Was Jesus really 

raised from the dead?

Only something as 

unexpected as a 

resurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrection can 

explain why people in the 

ancient world would 

worshipworshipworshipworship a man who 
had been crucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucified

Only something as Only something as 

unexpected as a unexpected as a 

resurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrection can can 

explain why people in the explain why people in the 

ancient world would ancient world would 

worshipworshipworshipworshipworshipworshipworshipworship a man who a man who 

had been had been crucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucified



Only something as 

unexpected as a

resurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrection can 

explain why people in the 

ancient world would 

worshipworshipworshipworship a man who 
had been crucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucified

Only something as Only something as 

unexpected as aunexpected as a

resurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrectionresurrection can can 

explain why people in the explain why people in the 

ancient world would ancient world would 

worshipworshipworshipworshipworshipworshipworshipworship a man who a man who 

had been had been crucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucifiedcrucified

The very word “crucify” was a 
vulgar word in the ancient world
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Whose Gospel are Whose Gospel are Whose Gospel are Whose Gospel are 
you livingyou livingyou livingyou living?

Whose Gospel are Whose Gospel are Whose Gospel are Whose Gospel are 
you livingyou livingyou livingyou living?



HomeworkHomework

�� Think of several Think of several reasons reasons reasons reasons reasons reasons reasons reasons 
why people why people dondondondondondondondon’’t believe t believe t believe t believe t believe t believe t believe t believe 
that the Bible tells the truth about that the Bible tells the truth about 

Jesus Christ.Jesus Christ.

��Work together as a family to Work together as a family to 

write wellwrite well--reasoned reasoned 

responsesresponsesresponsesresponsesresponsesresponsesresponsesresponses to these doubts.to these doubts.


